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Understanding UK Weather Warnings and
Emergency Alerts

Yellow does not simply mean mild and red does not mean panic. Read the impact, likelihood
and local instructions, then adjust your household plan to the actual hazard.
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LAYER 1 // ACT
FIRST ACTIONS

Start here. Then read the conditions and exceptions below.

1. Met Office warnings combine expected impact with the likelihood of that impact.

2. Yellow warnings cover a range of situations, so read the detail rather than reacting to
the colour alone.

3. Amber means an increased likelihood of significant disruption and may justify changing
plans.

4. Red means dangerous weather is expected and action should be taken to stay safe.

5. UK Emergency Alerts are reserved for serious nearby threats to life and contain
instructions to follow.

IMPORTANT
This is practical preparedness information, not emergency instruction. During an incident, follow current
advice from emergency services, your utility provider and relevant public authorities.

The colour is only the headline

The Met Office warning system is impact-based. A warning colour reflects both the level of
impact and how likely those impacts are. That is why two yellow warnings can describe very
different situations.

Read the warning text. Look at what is expected, how likely it is, which places are affected and
what action the Met Office recommends. The colour gets your attention; the detail tells you what
to do.
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Yellow, amber and red in plain English

Yellow can mean likely low-level disruption, or a lower probability of something more serious.
Amber indicates an increased likelihood of impacts such as travel disruption, road or rail closures,
power cuts and possible danger to life or property. Red indicates dangerous weather with a high
likelihood of serious impacts and requires action to stay safe.

Warnings can change as confidence improves, so check again before travelling or making
decisions based on an earlier forecast.

Emergency Alerts are a different system

GOV.UK Emergency Alerts are used for life-threatening emergencies such as severe flooding,
wildfires or extreme storms. Compatible phones in the affected area can receive a loud alert with
instructions. You do not need to register or install an app.

The system uses mobile broadcast, so it is not the same as a text message. It also does not
replace local radio, official websites or other warning channels.

Turn a warning into household actions

For wind, charge phones and power banks, secure outdoor items and prepare for power loss. For
snow or ice, reduce unnecessary travel and make sure warm layers, food and medication are at
home. For heavy rain, check flood risk and do not drive through floodwater. For extreme heat,
follow current health guidance and think about water, shade and vulnerable people.

The point is not to buy something every time a warning appears. The point is to use the warning
to decide which part of your existing plan matters today.

Keep the information path simple

Use the Met Office website or app for weather warnings and GOV.UK for Emergency Alerts. During
an incident, follow instructions from emergency services and local authorities. Social media can
be useful for local context, but it should not be the only source you rely on.

Flood information is nation-specific. Use the official service for the place you are checking:
England has current Environment Agency flood warnings and a separate long-term risk service;
Scotland uses SEPA/Floodline; Wales uses Natural Resources Wales; and Northern Ireland
provides flood-risk maps and a 24-hour incident-reporting line. A long-term risk map is not a
current warning. A blank, stale or inaccessible warnings page is not confirmation that an area is
safe.

In Northern Ireland, report flooding on roads, blocked drains or burst water mains on 0300 2000
100. This is not an emergency number; if anyone is in immediate danger call 999. Wherever you
live, follow local emergency instructions and avoid floodwater.

Useful kit for this plan

Equipment should support the plan, not replace it. The commercial catalogue is kept on a
separate page.
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KIT IS KEPT SEPARATE

Named products and Amazon UK affiliate links are kept on the dedicated KIT page so this guide

remains editorial. Use the kit only after the plan identifies a genuine equipment gap.

OPEN KIT -

Sources checked for this guide

We use public sources for the factual backbone and write the guide in our own words. Source
pages can change, so the links below are the place to check current official advice.

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
How yellow, amber and red warnings combine likelihood and impact.
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/guides/warnings

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
GOV.UK: How Emergency Alerts work

How UK Emergency Alerts reach compatible devices and when they may not arrive.
https://www.gov.uk/alerts/how-alerts-work

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
GOV.UK: Check for flooding in England

Current Environment Agency warnings and flood levels for England; separate from long-term

flood risk.
https://www.gov.uk/check-flooding

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
Ready Scotland / SEPA: Flooding
Scotland-specific preparedness guidance and the official route to SEPA live warnings and

Floodline.
https://ready.campaign.gov.scot/flooding

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
Natural R r Wales: Fl warnin

Wales-specific flood alerts and warnings; check the live service rather than treating a static

map as an all-clear.
https://naturalresources.wales/floodwarnings?lang=en

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
nidirect: Flood risk in Northern Ireland

Flood Maps NI show longer-term flood risk, not live warnings.
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/check-risk-flooding-your-area

PRIMARY / AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE
nidirect: R rting fl in
24-hour flood incident line 0300 2000 100; call 999 when life is in danger.

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/reporting-flooding
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Editorial review date: 13 October 2026. Next scheduled review: 10 February 2027. If an official source conflicts with
this guide, follow the current official source.
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If an official source conflicts with this guide, follow the current official source.

GET PREPPED NOW // ORIGINAL GUIDE

Source page: https: tpr Nnow.co.uk/gui weather-warnings-emergency-alerts.html

Editorial update: 13 October 2026 - © 2026 Get Prepped Now

Personal household printing and offline saving are permitted. Keep this attribution and the guide's source/
review information with the copy. Copyright & permitted use

GET PREPPED NOW | OFFLINE GUIDE | v12.21.16 PAGE 4


https://getpreppednow.co.uk/guides/weather-warnings-emergency-alerts.html
https://www.getpreppednow.co.uk/copyright.html

	Understanding UK Weather Warnings and Emergency Alerts
	FIRST ACTIONS
	The colour is only the headline
	Yellow, amber and red in plain English
	Emergency Alerts are a different system
	Turn a warning into household actions
	Keep the information path simple
	Useful kit for this plan
	Sources checked for this guide


